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El Salvador: Summary Of Fighting, April 30 - May 20
by Deborah Tyroler
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April 30: Official sources reported that five rebels were killed, and eight rebels and five soldiers
were wounded in fighting in Yamabal, Morazan department. Five soldiers were wounded in a
rebel ambush in northern El Salvador. Rebels toppled 13 electricity pylons in Cabanas and San
Vicente departments. Over the previous three days, rebels knocked down 30 pylons throughout the
country. The Rio Lempa Executive Hydroelectric Commission (CEL) reported that two important
hydroelectric plants, Cerron Grande and Cinco de Noviembre, were out of service due to sabotage.
May 1: After occupying Radio Horizonte offices, rebels forced station employees to broadcast a 45minute tape. In the broadcast, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) called on
Salvadorans to join them in their fight for social justice, and encouraged workers to continue the
struggle for justice via trade union organizations. Rebels occupied the station while most employees
were participating in a march to commemorate International Workers Day. May 2: The FMLN
reported 691 government troop casualties during the month of April. Twenty-three soldiers taken
prisoner were released to the International Red Cross. The rebels claimed 132 attacks on electricity
pylons, towers and transformers. The FMLN reported the deaths of 24 rebel combatants in April,
including Nicaraguan Antonio Cardenal (Comandante Jesus Rojas). The military press office
(COPREFA) reported that seven rebels were killed and 18 others wounded in fighting over the past
48 hours, mainly in eastern El Salvador. May 3: A rebel attack on the Cerron Grande hydroelectric
plant in Potonico, Chalatenango department, left one soldier dead and two others wounded.
Officials reported damage to a high voltage transformer. May 8: COPREFA reported that rebels used
an RPG-7 rocket launcher in an attack on the Military Civic Action building, located in northern
San Salvador. The explosion of three projectiles resulted in destruction of half the building's third
floor. Rebels attacked a paramilitary civil defense post in southern San Salvador. May 9: Rebels
attacked the National Police Academy in Santa Tecla, a southwestern suburb of the capital. The
FMLN claimed responsibility for the May 7 bombing of two San Salvador car dealerships. The
bombings were aimed at "big capital and army officers involved in a car theft ring." Rebels attacked
with mortars and rifle fire the Cinco de Noviembre hydroelectric plant, located on the Lempa River
in northern El Salvador. In a communique, the FMLN claimed 32 soldiers were killed in the attack.
COPREFA said the rebel report was an exaggeration. An electricity company spokesperson said
the attack damaged the installation. In San Salvador, electricity will be cut off for seven hours a
day instead of six. Rationing was also in effect for up to 12 hours per day in Usulutan, San Miguel,
Morazan and La Union departments. May 11: Salvadoran rebels reported killing eight soldiers,
wounding 19 and capturing 13 more during "intense combat" in Usulutan department. One rebel
was wounded, said the FMLN. The FMLN's southeastern command requested that International
Red Cross members meet with rebels May 12 in Jucuaran to facilitate the release of five of the
prisoners. The other eight soldiers, wounded during the fighting, were taken to a local hospital.
COPREFA reported the deaths of six soldiers, and 14 wounded in the same clash. In addition, the
military press office said six rebels were taken prisoner. According to a Radio Venceremos report,
in the first 11 days of May, government troops suffered 239 casualties. Over the same period, rebels
toppled 70 support structures for 115,000-volt power lines, and caused damage to three sub- stations,
and the Cerron Grande and Cinco de Noviembre hydroelectric plants. May 12: The FMLN turned
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over to the International Red Cross five soldiers captured May 11. May 13: According to COPREFA,
two rebels were killed and five wounded in fighting in San Luis de la Reina, San Miguel department
and Suchitoto, Cuscatlan department. Rebels downed three electricity pylons in Zacatecoluca. May
14: COPREFA reported that rebels attacked an army barracks in southern San Salvador, wounding
two soldiers. Soldiers stepped up patrols in San Salvador, requesting identification from drivers
on the city's streets and from pedestrians. May 15: COPREFA reported that rebels attacked an
infantry unit at the 15 de Septiembre hydroelectric plant, located between Usulutan and San Vicente
departments. One soldier was killed, and three soldiers and two civilians were wounded. Military
sources said the plant was not damaged. Three police officers were wounded when rebels attacked
a bridge guardpost near San Miguel, San Miguel department. Three soldiers were wounded in
fighting with rebels in Agua Zarca, San Miguel department. In fighting in Las Vueltas, Chalatenango
department, COPREFA reported that 11 rebels and one soldier were killed and eight soldiers were
wounded. Radio Venceremos reported eight soldiers killed and 37 wounded in the fighting in Las
Vueltas. In San Salvador, a National Guard officer was wounded when FMLN urban commandos
attacked a guardpost in the city's northern sector. May 17: Hydroelectric Executive Commission
(CEL) spokespersons said that electricity use was reduced to four hours per day in the northern,
southern and western sectors of the capital. Rebels destroyed over 200 components of the nation's
electricity grid in April and May. Military spokespersons reported that one police agent was killed
and seven others wounded when a bomb placed by rebels exploded in Merliot, 8 km. west of San
Salvador. The bomb was placed in a Coca-Cola distribution truck parked outside the police station.
Rebels also attacked a police patrol in Soyapango, a San Salvador suburb. One officer was wounded.
COPREFA reported that one soldier was killed and seven others wounded when rebels attacked
military posts in Santa Tecla, 12 km. southwest of San Salvador. May 18: In a Radio Farabundo
Marti broadcast, the FMLN said the rebels were prepared to discuss a "just" end to sabotage of
the electricity grid with private sector representatives. An end to sabotage would be preceded by a
negotiated cease-fire. During an attack on an electricity substation in Soyapango, one civilian was
killed. Four civilians and one police officer were wounded. COPREFA reported that three rebels
were killed and one soldier wounded in fighting in Tecoluca, San Vicente department. Next, the
military press office communique said one soldier was killed and three rebels wounded during a
clash in El Triunfo, Usulutan department. Five more soldiers were wounded in fighting elsewhere.
Radio Venceremos reported that rebel units caused over 30 government troop casualties during
clashes in northern and eastern El Salvador. May 19: Military sources reported that 58 persons
were killed in fighting between May 4 and May 18, including 25 soldiers and 21 rebels. In addition,
74 soldiers, 17 rebels and 12 civilians were wounded. The FMLN reported 426 troop casualties
during the same period. In addition, 13 soldiers were taken prisoner, and rebels caused damage
to a helicopter and a military vehicle. Next, rebels toppled 52 electricity towers and pylons, and
confiscated an M-60 machinegun, 15 rifles, two rocket launchers and other weapons. May 20:
COPREFA reported that six rebels were killed and one soldier wounded in fighting in the towns of
Nueva Concepcion and Agua Caliente, Chalatenango department. COPREFA added that two rebels
were killed in clashes with soldiers in Suchitoto, Cuscatlan department. Two rebels and a member of
the National Guard were killed, and three other public security forces members wounded in several
clashes with rebels in eastern El Salvador. COPREFA reported that a judge and the mayor of the city
of Mercedes Umana, Usulutan department, resigned their posts because of death threats from the
FMLN. According to a Defense Ministry communique, military intelligence indicates that the rebels
were planning an offensive to terrorize the government and the civilian population. The statement
said the FMLN's plan included "intensified attacks on the electricity infrastructure, promotion of
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strikes, manipulation of agricultural workers, and utilization of death threats against mayors and
judges" in rural areas. The FMLN reported 208 government troop casualties over the past week.
[Basic data from Prensa Latina (Cuba), 05/02/91; EFE, 04/30/91, 05/01/91, 05/02/91; AP, Salpress,
05/09/91; ACAN-EFE, 05/13/91, 05/18/91, 05/19/91; AFP, 04/30/91, 05/02/91, 05/03/91, 05/08/91,
05/12-15/91, 05/17- 20/91]
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